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MEDWAY MASTERS GALA 2009 - 18TH OCTOBER BLLC 
A team of 16 swimmers turned out for this years Medway Masters gala at the Black Lion Leisure Centre on Sunday afternoon, supported by Masters coach David Sinclair and HC Mark Hays. Many swimmers had been battling with various illnesses the week before the meet and had missed a number of training sessions, but thankfully natural talent prevailed and our swimmers bought home a haul of medals as anyone who knows these guys would expect. In addition, the promise of a debriefing at a local curry house is always worth giving up a Sunday afternoon for! 
It was great to see the BL ‘competition veterans’ turn out for the Club as well as many members coming along for the first time. Special congratulations go to one of our newer swimmers - ‘early morning junkie’ John Oldman for collecting two gold’s in his age group for the 50 & 100 breaststroke on his first ever gala…proof of what dedication can achieve.
Everyone was in good spirits and after the initial friendly squabbles about who was swimming what in the relay events, the gala got underway. Andrew Maclean, flushed by his recent success at the SE Regional Masters and a subsequent stomach upset (over-blinging no doubt) & John Wren gave BLSC our first gold’s in the 50 backstroke. This was followed by Paul Caller and John Oldman with gold’s in the 50 breast. The Men’s 160 + freestyle relay team stormed home in 1st place, followed by Glen Isaacs and Adrian Grimmond both taking age group 1st places for 100 freestyle.
Rita Williams, Andrew Maclean, Adrian Grimmond & Paul Caller all picked up a gold medal for 50 fly, followed by more 1st’s for Rita, Glen Isaacs and John Wren in the 50 freestyle. Adrian & Paul took the final gold’s of the afternoon in the Men’s 100 IM event.

Other swmmers medalling in second and third places were Jeff Lutz, Lisa Bacon, David Faram, Debbie Caller, the Ladies and Mens 200+ freestyle relay teams, and the 120+ & 160+ Mixed Medley relay teams. On top of this our gold medal winners already mentioned also picked up silver and bronzes for their events.
Final results were: 

Saxon Crowns 

311





RTW Monson 

302





Black Lion 


215





Deal Triathlon 

152
Faversham 


127

Croydon Amplibians 
  73

Well done to everyone, thanks to the Coaches for giving up their free time for us, and a big thanks to all swimmers for supporting Black Lion Swimming Club. You have proved that the Masters is still an important and successful part of this Club. Hope to see you all back next year.
Lisa Booth

