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Gala Report

Development Gala
Hosted by Ashford SC at Canterbury
Saturday 26th March 2011

The latest Development gala took place at Canterbury on Saturday. As this was the same day as the Kent Primary Schools at Medway Park several of our younger swimmers and our judge and timekeeper had to dash between the two pools. So a big thank you to Lynn Willis and Susan Smith and the parents involved in the additional race.
We took a big team to Canterbury so were a bit cramped on poolside, however, the gala was very well organised and ran very smoothly.

We got off to the best possible start winning the first two races. The first announcement of the positions had an unusual situation with three teams with 68 points as first equal and the remaining teams fourth equal with 53 points. I wonder what the odds are of that ever happening again.
Development galas are the ideal chance for swimmers to make their debuts and 8 year old Millie Lang (2nd in 9u backstroke) and Olivia Goulthorpe (2nd in 10u backstroke) got off to especially good starts for the Club.

Another 8 year old, Cian Bethel, got our only speeding ticket on the night with a very impressive 1.46.12 in the 10u IM.
 
In what was a very closely contested gala we had a number of swimmers who won with times very close to the limit - Darcey Barham was actually exactly on the time with 35.50 for the 12u freestyle. But Faith Baldwin, Regan Gibson and Nathan Robinson all won and were within 0.1 of a second to the time. If any one of these had been a fraction faster there would have been a different result to the gala.

In the end we retained the trophy finishing 5 points clear of Folkestone with Dover a further 13 points behind in third place.  But probably more important the team spirit was excellent and every single swimmer played their part in the win. 

As always a big thank you to all the poolside helpers without whom it would not be possible and also as always I have a large collection of lost property left behind so if you are missing anything please ask.

Keith
